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OSNA
Molecular analysis of lymph node metastases for more reliable staging
in colorectal cancer
Lymph node status is a critical factor to predict outcomes and identify patients eligible for chemotherapy. Although histopathology based on H&E is a standard method for lymph node analysis,
30 % of patients diagnosed with negative lymph nodes develop recurrences, likely due to undetected
metastases. The major limitation of histopathology is that only a tiny volume of the lymph node is
assessed, leaving most parts of the node unanalysed. Molecular analysis of the whole lymph node by
OSNA can accurately detect the presence of metastases, even very small metastases. OSNA can
provide an accurate staging and help to identify patients with a high risk of recurrence. Recent data
shows that the OSNA results provide also valuable prognostic information on a patient’s survival.
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OSNA – molecular analysis of lymph node metastases
for more reliable staging in colorectal cancer
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Key message: OSNA has shown to be equivalent to the 2-mm-interval histopathology and can improve the detection of metastases
by analysing the whole lymph node.

